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Pre-Contact  
North & South America



¶ Did not have the advent of the wheel 

¶ Did not have metallurgy 

¶ Limited or no written language 

¶ Semi-permanent architecture except  
    for southwest part of continent



Architecture of the Eastern Woodlands 
hunters & gatherers + agriculture

Architecture of the Western Plains 
hunters & gatherers

Architecture of the Southwest 
hunters & gatherers + agriculture

Longhouse & Wigwam

Tipi

Pit Houses & Cliff Towns (Pueblos)



The tipi -  this image is of the Shoshone.



Professor Chenoweth’s competition entry to NPS



The wigwam - of the Eastern Woodlands

exoskeleton



The longhouse - of the Eastern Woodlands



The longhouse - of the Eastern Woodlands



An Iroquois longhouse reconstruction



Structural model of the Iroquois longhouse



Mound Builders of North America



Mississippian Cultures - Mound Building c 100 BCE - 1400 CE

(mounds and earthworks)



Serpent Mound in southern Ohio (c 1000 CE) 
built by the Fort Ancient culture



Serpent Mound, Ohio



Cahokia Mounds, Illinois (c 1200 CE)

Monks Mound



Cahokia Mounds 
Tallest Mound called Monks Mound

Monks Mound



Mound-building cultures disappeared by about 1400 CE

Monks Mound, Illinois (c 1200 CE)



Bynum Mounds at Mile-Marker 232 on Natchez Trace 

Middle Woodland Period  
archeological site 
100 BCE-100 CE









Moundville near Tuscaloosa



Moundville near Tuscaloosa



Moundville near Tuscaloosa







Emerald Mound near Natchez



Southwest Indigenous People

Pit Houses and Cliff Dwellings (pueblos)



Cliff Palaces of Mesa Verde
Utah Colorado

Arizona New Mexico

Chaco Canyon



Chaco Canyon - The Anasazi branch (of the Pueblos)  
located in northwest modern-day New Mexico



Pueblo Bonito



Plan of Pueblo Bonito
Capital City of the Anasazi



Pueblo Bonito

The Kiva was a 
feature, or room 
that was dedicated  
for male retreat 
and religious ritual 



Pueblo Bonito abandoned about 1150-1200 CE





Pueblo Bonito reconstruction image



Cliff Palaces at Mesa Verde - the Anasazi   
120 miles north of Pueblo Bonito (c 1100)

Cliff Palaces at Mesa Verde



Note the scale of the dwellings and people



Cliff Palaces at Mesa Verde



~ Cliff Palaces at Mesa Verde ~ 
also has the ritual chamber kiva



Entering a kiva



View from a kiva



Aztek



Tenochtitlán  
(Mexico City) 

Aztek Capital





Tenochtitlán (Mexico City) - the Aztek Capital City  
founded c 1325 CE and dominated nearby cities



Chinampas — floating islands for food production



Chinampas today



Site chosen because Mexica people (Azteks) saw  
an eagle eating a serpent on Lake Texcoco



Reconstruction of Tenochtitlán



Montezuma’s Palace was similar to this one 
at Mitla (Oaxaca) with over 100 rooms  



Reconstruction of Tenochtitlán

Montezuma declared himself a God.  He rebuilt the 
Great Temple Coatepeti for sacrifices of live captives



The ruins of Tenochtitlán today in the center 
of Mexico City



Inca



The Inca actually means the son 
of the solar diety Inti …

Now the word now has come 
to mean the entire culture



The Inca looked back to 
older ritualistic or sacred places 
such as the Nazca Lines in Peru 

and Chavin de Huantar 



Nazca Lines

200-700 CE



Condor



Monkey



What the?



Chauvin de Huantar (c 650 CE)



Chauvin de Huantar (c 650 CE)



Cuzco was the 
Inca Capital

Cuzco means  
omphalos or navel 
As in: Cuzco 
is the omphalos of 
their civilization

Population dispersed - 
Cuzco mainly used 
for elites and for 
sacred rituals



Sacsayhuaman Temple 

Cuzco was shaped like a puma. 
The puma’s head was the 
Sacsayhuaman Temple,  

a sacred, cult site of an enigmatic 
construction of very refined masonry.



Sacsayhuaman Temple

Huacaypata Square

Cuzco (Peru)



Cuzco



Cuzco today showing the Huacaypata Square



cancha block - the building unit



Sacsayhuaman Temple



Masonry of Sacsayhuaman Temple



Masonry of Sacsayhuaman Temple



Sacsayhuaman Temple



Machu Picchu

(about 30 miles northwest of Cuzco)







Machu Picchu - Hitching Post to the Sun



Inca terracing infrastructure at Machu Picchu



Incan waterworks infrastructure at Tipon, Peru  
about ten miles east of Cuzco



end


